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Attentions t. Is L h .

V. ren to your telfti asae Mted J_ 21, 1973, ad
sdat.d correnonaes, In which yo protest the aSmd of W
antrat flr imvitatio tot bs (Cm) MAW5eP734a 9, lsmed
en thy 25, 1973, by the Ulitd States Lw ramland,

MT solicitation mm fbr a inmtit of .t elsta 
* ak.ntstntive report .dttedby the tited Sta+ Aw Azq ect
canaad, Jbiledalphia Offla., indicates tint a btdhe aiUJa List
containing 45 fjnit was jetnoloited - thy 3±, 1 .973. R~m firm
respo~ed reaeating bid s*uta an uas snt copies of the Nt with
a bid opening date ot Jam 14, 1973. WalatLc oi? the coY of
tin aing Mat furnished as with the admniattiv repwt 1revel
lat, ys tim not listed the .*

A synopsis of the proposed jeocr ats published In the
June 4, 1973, mIse of the Cinree Eniness DNil. An a renilt,
13 additiral bid requests were reoeived Solicitatioms wore sent
to these additiota bidder for iMoXSl1oS3 purposem, although

* It Ms relised that tin comtrsizzt wou3A possibly preclude their
unitting time respse.

A total of 3 bid were reoeived, 2 frou the origial ailing
l1ut and 1 from the sol~citatiown ant subsequent to the notice In
*the C aerce Businwaa&* The contrating officer determined
s Bids to WW sposive, an referred the atter of the low bidder's
nspofhibiIty fur pre-award review. Althoug the detestation ma
pprently affirbative, turd biuIg withheld pending r do istem. -

YTo prton an tho following gosUI(sI) throug 3id
ants tratuve an the prk of t antractimg w*

ksJ~II~ #/S~gEOftg Cf Ai;le &9 SnO/ 6 0 fcwd on;a¢;J6
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ffi°e Fto ro*MAsbikt a bi pw tMAs"*You artat
tb yo reevd a* Vy of t XI,:q 6 ,pdII As UP Jan Am x

at t MA dte (2) w ti4 p l
v~~bs es M11 f~e to rmna wofteamrttatbid pa datferst

tinto Qaut hat you a WA prizW to bia oae to flav tstad td* natmvinGa yo the avos limm paulmG Se~am 13, a JOe 18,
Vt mad tafte the bitepetawdat (2)*S Wtiom pttliwZ Mct~

stateuthat mo di nomt apea q prtecnrat the m~Wa,a tht4 the omacia .Wu t1 traelsolicit 2
If itttis a nmtrtitaof ti S.

Mtoq yinGS mt ara th a1lb bi~
suiing t mast yA duw r imtS a OW of the bid set, fo crn
Lwp2J1cahle rae yo resoamid a cofw of the bid sot, be, too
late to ubt a timely b. With nerd t. the eLsulon of yow
ate ft the Ct, the ctraatizg office report. that became of the

m prospectiv. bhi 40Au for this Itm be emoye the rotatic met
of sb4lihng the 45 firm to pneeolic t am aut Sod by A
brgs. Pins kgite( ) 2405.4(b).

Armed Uerices Pre uatiac 2-Q03.l povLdes that
e3±citat-cms u be wiled or dllwred to a I iclat nmr of
prospectiv bidders so a to elicit kdqnt. etitio." Mn la -
reotrmsu flor a comtraatii g mo to solict every possible W~der..
IGpd, s0 a r&u- rnat vault be iiqosulh to edtuistc. 1artbAe
m, - ntod above, AS 2405.4(b) peutta rotation of bide to

be solicted. We have consistently el In mfrllar aes tint, ier
tbe method of solicitation in fat pICYIGS adeqtate c metlon and
resmmble priom., the ftltaX to soMict a particular bidder, o tRti
btUn to solicit hims In tie for his to adit a timely bid, doec
wt, absent a showing of a tbe at to exce that bIder,
afford a suMcieut bais to cavcel a Celtti on or question ma
otharvis. proper swerd. 49 tope Gsa. 707 (1970); DM155319
Nber 20, 1964; B477962, Ibch 28, 1973; cf, 1-174619, b 27,

La pointed out above, h, frn mu pre-eolidtd mg bid **U
we sent to alm of th. Also, 3 ffzw of the 13 firm .. ssti
bit sets - a result of iti C2oe bB nes DZtly pScatia rmiwed
bid stat early mo3&-to rnbmt tislMv bid^s.We rato fn1A tram the
contracting officer's statnAt that unit price of $8.05 .d $7*00

wee rallied In pireious roacamut. of trw ita, an the ut pfln
ot ft 2aw l berm fl' t nlAest qmtit In the US ma

9~~l -.
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Tibn, we we qimble tint the udo"tltatlos b. WUl
o, obtai sdqvate matlth at nammabte pricdes. hite,

tbe 3M1 s wVidim. of sq COUUw e I Intuit tX inciae
yu from the emvetitoa.

Asto the ftim at the nie skopIi Im eS
3ki tm apsclty an avucdu dateo tL. tWs qNWsR to Intitut a
te l giolatlm ofr 1103.9Q)(8), it t Jmutif 
oeling tM wUcltattlo alinp mm disss abon, ajta t o
petitia "t ra bl priam. .vppa to In been obtalsde cwuyw,
we br"in th~a an t pllshiag dttdata to tbn attmctia
SIf the Semvary of the AWe

ao, tw In no kale for asw office to Interfmr. with
the pqon4 aufl aM do tbh'efl's ycw protet Is demiL.
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