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DIGEST

To meet their peacetime and wartime operational
needs, U.S. Forces stationed in Europe rely onautomatic data processing systems. (See p. 1.)

herefore the Secretary of Defense should di-rect the military services to identify what isneeded to achieve the desired automatic dataprocessing readiness posture and the costs of
ithese needs) Bow the services estab-lish overall wartime computer readiness depends

on how they assess the need for automatic dataprocessing wartime support and the risk oflosing this, compared to the cost of providingadequate automatic data processing wartime
readiness process. (See p. 11.)

When GAO made its audit in 1975, the U.S. Euro-pean Command; the U.S. Army, Europe; and theU.S. Air Force in Europe operated 142 general-purpose computer systems to support command andcontrol, intelligence, logistics, personnelaccounting, financial accounting, and base-level operations. (See p. 1.)

{The services _spend on automatic data proc-essing to carry out effectively those activ-ities vital to wartime operations. For manyfunctions, parallel manta-! operations do not
exist for meeting data requirements. This isparticularly the case in command and control,personnel, and large-supply operations. (See5.)

The services have studies in various stages ofdevelopment to increase operational readiness.But unless the following matters are consid-
ered fully in present and future plans, auto-matic data processing wartime readiness willnot be improved materially.
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Improved automatic data processing wartime
readiness would require

-clearly defining automatic data processing
wartime missions (see p. 7),

--designating secure backup facilities or
making computers as transportable an,. as
survivable as the principal activities
which they support (see p. 8),

-periodic field testing to insure that van-
mounted computers can operate in field en-
vironments and that adequate power supplies
and transportation support are available
(see p. 8), and

-adequate plans for providing continuity of
automatic data processing support when in-
dividual systems are cestroyed in wartime.
(See p. 9.)

The Assistant Secretary of Defense, Comptrol- A -
ler, agreed that automatic data processing
should be as survivable as the activity it
supports and that the military services' te-
liance on automatic data processing is in-
creasing. Be also said that the Department
of Defense would begin reviewing plans and
policies for automatic data processing conti-
nuity of operations,
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