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GAO //1 72
United States Generat Accounting Office Office of
Washington, DC 20548 General Counsel

In Reply
Refer to: B-199030

August 13, 1980

The Honorable J.A. Doyle &e

Assistant Secretary of the Navy )beat to,,1
(Manpower, Reserve Affairs & Logistics) '

Dear Mr. Doyle:

On April 30, 1980, you wrote our Kansas City Regional Office to
request that Lieutenant Colonel Irene L. Ray, USMC (Ret.), be relieved
from liabil.ry for a deficiency in her accounts of $45,880.64.

You seek relief for her under the proviblons of 31 U.S.C. 5 95a
(1976). As we stated in a June 19, 1980 letter, B-198451, to the
Secretary oF the lNavy, copy enclosed, requests for relief under section
95a shov-d contain sufficient information for us to determine that.
the employee is a disbursing officer and that the loss was a physical
loss rather than one resulting from illegal, improper or erroneous
payments.

Accordingly, in order for us to process this request for relief,
we will need adequate documentation that this case properly falls
undnr section 95a rather than one of the other relief statutes.

Sincerely yours,

Robert H. Hunter
* Assistant General Counsel
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'.i I.-;., UNITED STATES GENETRAL AccoUNTI.N OFFICE

VAi.W H1NGT014, D.C, ;Oi43

B-198451 June 1X), 1980

*'v1 IHonorable Edward 1.I1idalgo
Secretary of the Navy

.Dealr Mr, Secretary:

On Many 2. 1980, the Comptroller Ceneral delegated to the
Ceneral Counsel the authority to grant relief to military
disburising officers under 31 U.S.C. § 95a (1976) from liability
for the oh-,sical losi or deficiency or Governsent funds.

In thle futur-, requests for relief unzdar 31 U.S.C, 9;a
should be addtressed too:

Office of the Coneral Coupsel,
U.S Ceneral AXccountiiii Office
4t,1 J Street, ';,;I
Washington, D.C. 20546

Ao you know, the granting oo relief ttnder 31 U.S.C. 5 95a
is mandatory provided you dater-mine that t~ht loss occurred witIhout
fault or neglitence on the part of the disbursing offlcer and whllc
he wnas Cn line of aut. rtyoever, rand3teoly reliel tinder section
95a does not apply to uccouncable off(cers other than disbursing
orficers (B-19h7a2, luust 13, 1979), nor Cooes it appLy tO lo!;fds
resultlng from ilLegal or urroneot;s pay-nernts. Accordingly, requests
for relief under section 9.Sa shotLld inclu'.1e adequate dactm.encation
to enable us to deter-mi.ne chat tlie case properly falls und-:er that
section rather tfuan one of the oth-!r reluef statutes r! dU, 31 U.S.C9
sul b'a-e and 8da-2).

The contents of tfis lettr will. be Included in a future rovuini
of title 3,9 GAO PolUcy Gnd Procdures 'urnua1 for Guittance of Federal
Agencies,

Sincerely youro,

441 C Street, N1J*

For Whilgon J. .2col0r
Atnerynl Cunsel

* s anatryprvch yu etrmn tatt~u as ccrrd itou 




