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iGAO:,________
United States Genaral Accounting Office Offce of
WashingOn, DC 20.M K General Counsel

tft~-~l In lteply
4,1 Refet to;-

Thomas a. Oitusl, Ho.ji, EL .-
20 Appleton RoMd
Natick, )4assach'aetta 01760

Dear Dr. Wiest

This Is in roypaua to yOW lotte* , JSaucy , 1P79,
concerni oau ~si for paynat ef ptydoiausi yrlabU tuwitlv
pz ;iPr)J* l £u %*r a b"x bo Pvblic flfa1th $etVU. T4w

ar reqLeatd informetion rcgariSng tLae tste of yan claim and
whethar therto Is a statute of 1lK.Ctatlozs renwrdiusg y'wsa clats
either i. GAO or the judiciary systan.

Tow: ealda wes firet presetm v. thtWif 0Et o in Ieptssar
1976 upou a retierrl from thio Offits 4vf Vut'^s Stktau
Sesator Robeat \, Oriffi.. While yetk eU&a was bs j *,
there was fUlSd the Usltat Stats ont 'Ott Clubs w Sd.N
ber 21, 1976, - e~ctism by 203 7th iesatth Sete pjs PyIhshee

,~~ Adi l "', et al o Limited Mks, Ct.s:,1 S1-)
each clatbng to @e eSitle to teU t mdar 37 U.S.C. 513.
Sou. of tha plfln'ttfko is that case prnatut the e_ fxntis1
sttuatioua ad thusx thw sass lSAl In"ue %,th resard to thAilr
claim as that pnetuted by your clain. It heah leo ba our
practice. what a 1ssa1 qstin befems ttn Of (it is als
present in a case pettdk before a couat et mqeteut jurizidic-
ttou to defer dsterntaset.to pending rn1weutaon of t-e ear in
court. A copy of a A~uttar ediseed to th Unerabla J~un Dbmso,
Acting Asaistant serA'tsory of Use1tth,d1ated April 1, 1977, avisigtn
that we had mnpumIdd .?srther aitlo o your cl 4 .m Until anc'A
tim as we were ifors4 et theo Iluul settee of the Court of
Cliuaiu in the Adair ieas wva furuishad you.

We hAn been Informed by the Cormmrcial Ltttgatino lraaec
of tho Departiunt of Juestic, that the A1.r, caqu hba been schd-
ulod for trial in the Court of Claims on Jbus 2, 1979.

An individual who baat a claim against. the Uiited States on
a result of an adverso decimliox of his or- her etploying agency
or dipartnent ny file a cWasi directly with the kItneal
Accounting Office within 6 yearn after the date such cloim
.tirqt accflA~. See 31 U.5.U8. 71a (1976). Generafly, no
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particular form is required for f(l1it a clatm. Thearfora,
receipt of your clatiz in thit Office lit September 1976, uwll
within the statutory period, prevents the runninr of the *t~tute
of lJimtatloa~s 4ialnst you1 all far as your right to present &
cluai in this Office is coucarncd.

An individual may take other action to obtain a faorable
riding on his claIJ even after having presouted a claim to this
Office. The Vnated Stateu District Courts and the Uaittd Stat..
Court of Claims have jurisdiction to consider certain claims
agsinst the Goverumvnt if appropriate nation Is tiled within
6 yeara following the data the claim first arose, See 28 U.s.C.
3/J46, 1491, 2401, 2501 (1976)J, Bnwver, the (fling of e claim
wIth the General Accountiug Office does not prawhat the dtatute
of limitations from running .ati st you in the U.S. District
Court or this U.S, Court of Claims.

Vo trust that thi, serves tho purpose of your inquiry,

Sincerely yours,

(Edwln Jo bonres

Udwin J Hoausa
Assistant GVneral Counsel.
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