










































































































































APPENDIX II APPENDIX II 

RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE TO FARMERS 

To determine how farmers view cooperatives, we solicited 
responses through a mailed questionnaire to a random sample 
of farmers in 12 States representing each region of the 
United States. The total sample size was 672 farmers allo- 
cated to each State in proportion to that State's farm 
population. The Department of Agriculture's Statistics Unit 
selected the sample for us from its general inventory of 
farmers. 

We received responses from 487, or about 72 percent, of 
the 672 farmers. Fo.r many responses, however, one or more 
of the questions were not answered. The farmers responding 
(1) ranged in age from under 25 years to over 65 years, 
(2) had gross farm sales ranging from under $10,000 to over 
$1 million annually, and (3) were involved in all major types 
of farming enterprises. Also, about 67 percent had been or 
were cooperative members; about 33 percent were not. 
Following is a summary of the farmers' responses to certain 
cooperative issues. 

IMPORTANCE OF COOPERATIVES TO FAMILY FARMERS 

Following are farmers' responses to selected questions 
we asked to obtain an overall view of the importance of coop- 
eratives to family farmers. 

--To what extent have cooperatives promoted a 
better way of living for family farmers? 

Questionnaire choices 
Responses 

Number Percent 

1. Very great extent 43 12.9 
2. Substantial extent 87 26.0 
3. Moderate extent 84 25.1 
4. Some extent 68 20.4 
5. Little or no extent 52 15.6 

Total 334 100.0 
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