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Why GAO Did This Study

A growing portion of federal
spending is related to buying
services such as administrative,
management, and information
technology support. Services
accounted for about 60 percent of
total fiscal year 2006 procurement
dollars. The Services Acquisition
Reform Act (SARA) of 2003
established an Acquisition Advisory
Panel to make recommendations
for improving acquisition practices.
In January 2007, the panel
proposed 89 recommendations to
improve federal acquisition
practices.

GAO was asked to testify on how
the panel recommendations
compare to GAO’s past work and
identify how the Office of Federal
Procurement Policy (OFPP)
expects the recommendations to be
addressed. This statement is based
on GAO'’s analysis of the advisory
panel’s report. GAO’s analysis is
included in its December 2007
report titled, Federal Acquisition:
Oversight Plan Needed to Help
Implement Acquisition Advisory
Panel Recommendation, (GAO-08-
160).

What GAO Recommends

In its December 2007 report, GAO
recommended that OFPP develop an
oversight strategy or plan with
milestones and reporting requirements to
help it ensure the implementation of the
SARA Panel recommendations and to
gauge how they improve federal
acquisition. OFPP agreed in principle
with GAO’s recommendation.

To view the full product, including the scope
and methodology, click on GAO-08-515T.
For more information, contact John Hutton at
(202) 512-7773 or huttonj@gao.gov.

FEDERAL ACQUISITION

Oversight Plan Needed to Help Implement Acquisition
Advisory Panel’s Recommendations

What GAO Found

The SARA Panel, like GAO, has made numerous recommendations to improve
federal government acquisition—from encouraging competition and adopting
commercial practices to improving the accuracy and usefulness of
procurement data. The recommendations in the SARA Panel report are largely
consistent with GAO’s past work and recommendations. The panel and GAO
have both pointed out

e the importance of a robust requirements definition process and the need
for competition;

¢ the need to establish clear performance requirements, measurable
performance standards, and a quality assurance plan to improve the use of
performance-based contracting;

e the risks inherent in the use of interagency contracts because of their
rapid growth and their improper management;

e stresses on the federal acquisition workforce and the need for a strategy
to assess these workforce needs;

e concerns about the role of contractors engaged in managing acquisition
and procurement activities performed by government employees and the
proper roles of federal employees and contractor employees in a
“blended” workforce; and

¢ the adverse effects of inaccurate and incomplete federal procurement
data, such as not providing a sound basis for conducting procurement
analyses.

The panel also made recommendations that would change the guidance for
awarding contracts to small businesses. While GAO’s work has addressed
some small business policy issues, GAO has not made recommendations that
would change the guidance to be used for awarding contracts to small
businesses.

OFPP representatives told GAO that OFPP agrees with almost all of the panel
recommendations and expected that most of the 89 panel recommendations
would be implemented through one of the following means: congressional
actions; changes to the Federal Acquisition Regulation; OFPP actions, such as
issuing new or revised policy; and federal agency actions. OFPP has already
acted on some SARA recommendations, while other actions are pending or
under consideration. Milestones and reporting requirements are in place to
help OFPP gauge the implementation status of some recommendations but
not for others. Moreover, OFPP does not have a strategy or plan to allow it to
exercise oversight and establish accountability for implementing all of the
panel’s recommendations and to gauge their effect on federal acquisitions.

United States Government Accountability Office



http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-515T
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-515T


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


